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(file pix) National Cooperative Movement of Malaysia Bhd (Angkasa) president Datuk Abdul Fattah Abdullah 
said Malaysia was selected by International Cooperative Alliance (ICA) to co-organise the first edition of the 
programme with the European Union. NSTP/NIK ABDULLAH NIK OMAR 

 

KUALA LUMPUR: Young entrepreneurs and professionals from all around the world are taking 
part in the first edition of Global Youth Forum Co-operative Entrepreneurship 2020 (GYF20) 
programme which began in Kuching today. 

Themed “Cooperative Entrepreneurship”, the forum brings together 250 youth representatives 
from the cooperative sector and other sectors from 109 countries, including Belgium, United 
Kingdom, United States, Japan, and South Africa. 

Held until Feb 7, participants will participate in quality training and engagement in the form of 
plenary sessions, workshops, and brainstorming to explore new employment and 
entrepreneurial opportunities through the cooperative model. 

Ten structured interactive discussion sessions that are relevant to current issues will also be 
discussed through topics encompassing, among others, digital technology and the social media, 
finance, environment and Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 2030. 

National Cooperative Movement of Malaysia Bhd (Angkasa) president Datuk Abdul Fattah 
Abdullah said Malaysia was selected by International Cooperative Alliance (ICA) to co-organise 
the first edition of the programme with the European Union. 

“GYF20 also stresses the importance of the involvement of youths in the cooperative sector 
which could bring in new and innovative ideas to the cooperative movement, in facing the 
challenges and opportunities of new businesses brought about by Industrial Revolution 4.0. 

“A joint declaration will be drafted by the participants, which encompass the importance of youth 
involvement in addressing employment issues and challenges, implementation of the SDG 2030 
agenda, and the effectiveness of the cooperative model in boosting socio-economic and joint 
prosperity,” he said. 
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Fattah expressed hope that the forum would also empower youths to join and create 
cooperatives around the world, be a catalyst to nurture the entrepreneurial mindset and 
strengthen sustainable youth cooperative enterprises. 

Meanwhile, on another development, Fattah said Angkasa had managed to position the 
Malaysian Cooperative Carnival of Product and Services (MACCOPS) as a leading trade expo 
for cooperative members to interact and create more business opportunities and widen the 
cooperative network. 

Cooperatives from 20 countries including Singapore, Indonesia, China, Japan, Jordan and Sri 
Lanka participated in the fourth edition of MACCOPS held in Johor Baru last year. 

“The cooperatives were encouraged to grab the opportunity provided by Angkasa through 
MACCOPS, as well as take advantage of the 100 product champion programmes so that the 
products produced by cooperatives meet international standards. 

“In November 2017, we successfully organised an international cooperative conference and 
general assembly that brought together 1,000 delegates who are cooperative leaders from 105 
countries. 

“It proves that as an apex, we have the capacity to organise a globally-scaled event. We are 
proud to say that Malaysia was chosen at that time because of the achievement of Angkasa that 
has captured the attention of these cooperative leaders,” he said. 

According to Fattah, Angkasa is not only influential at the national level, but also on the 
international front, which enables it to bring the voice of the country's cooperatives to the global 
stage. 

“It gives us an added advantage as we can promote the national cooperative products and 
services globally. 

“From time to time, we will bring to the table issues pertaining to how we can strategise and 
strengthen co-operative trade between countries.” 

He said the regional office of the International Cooperative Alliance-Asia and Pacific, known as 
the ICA-AP Malaysian Business Office (MBO), was currently operating in Malaysia after moving 
from Singapore in 2013. 

“The office consists of representatives from four countries, Malaysia, China, Japan and South 
Korea with the objective of empowering cooperative trade (C2C) which includes skills and 
technology transfer between the countries. 

“H 

ence, cooperatives in Asean countries should take advantage of the Asia Pacific market, which 
encompasses a population of some 4.3 billion people.” 
 


